[Hirschsprung's disease: neurocristopathy of migration and cell differentiation].
Hirschsprung disease or aganglionosis coli, is a predominantly pediatric condition, in which there is an innervation defect of the colon, manifested by chronic intermittent constipation alternating with explosive evacuations. The involved colonic segment is unable to relax and acts as an area of obstruction, which causes the proximal segment to dilate enormously. The diagnosis requires participation from several specialties, including pediatric surgery, gastroenterology, radiology and anatomic pathology. In recent years, significant progress in relevant knowledge of this area has been obtained, in particular about defective migration of the neural crest-derived colonic ganglion cell precursors, as well as the genetic aspects of the disease. This article reviews the diagnostic anatomic pathology and the most relevant points about the biology of Hirschsprung disease.